
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
DATE: April 14, 2011 
 
TO: Rose Longoria, Yakama Nation Fisheries Resource Management Program 
  
FROM: Colin Wagoner, P.E., RIDOLFI Inc. 
 

SUBJECT: Comments on the Lower Willamette Group’s Draft Mitigation 
Determination Approach for us in the Feasibility Study, submitted on 
March 15, 2011 

  
Ridolfi has reviewed the Lower Willamette Group’s (LWG’s) Draft Mitigation Determination 
Approach memorandum.  This memorandum provides a description of how they will estimate 
the amount of mitigation that would be triggered by elements of the remedial alternatives and 
how they would develop costs for the mitigation.  

Comments: 
1. The memo indicates that LWG will develop costs using two approaches, one that is 

dictated by the National Marine Fisheries Service that provides a single value for various 
type of habitat features such as riparian habitat; and another that provides a range of 
values for habitat features.  This approach may add complexity to the FS that will be 
difficult to evaluate.  We suggest that LWG present NMFS’s approach as a base case and 
include their alternative approach as a sensitivity analysis in an appendix to the FS.  

2. The memo provides two examples of methods that may be used to develop mitigation 
costs. The first method relies on mitigation banks and the second was based on 
“professional mitigation experience in the Pacific Northwest” (page 6).  The two 
approaches encompass a wide range of costs and it will be useful to decision makers to 
have more detail to support an evaluation of the costs. 

3. It would have been useful to have an example of how the mitigation values and costs 
would be developed, even if it was done on a hypothetical example.  As presented, the 
memorandum is quite general and leaves the reader to wait until the FS is completed to 
make a more meaningful evaluation.   
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